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Minister’s Letter 

7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU 

Dear Friends, 

Last month, right on schedule, our contractors 
completed the largest building project our fellowship 
has tackled since the 1960’s – and what a 

transformation we have seen of our kitchen facilities 
and David’s Hall.  

It has been a real pleasure to show many groups around the new 
facilities and every person has been amazed and impressed by the 
transformation. Now that the facilities have been updated we 
anticipate even greater use by the church and local community; which 

continues to be part of our vision for our church premises. 

The elders will be reviewing our current vision document, now that we 
have completed a number of our long term projects. We continue to 
have a vision:  

for the spiritual growth of the worshipping church and fellowship, 

for outreach and mission into the community, 

of a world in which people are treated with dignity and respect, a 

world which gives due regard to all of creation, 

for the continued and developing use of the premises for church 

and community activity. 

As part of our vision for spiritual growth, on November 7th we have our 
next planning meeting for all who will be helping to lead our Messy 

Church, which is for all ages and begins meeting in December on the 
first Sunday of the month. Please look out for further details and pray for 
the success of this mission project. 

On November 9th in our Remembrance Church Parade, we will be 
joined by members of our uniformed organisations as we remember 

those who lost their lives through armed conflict, remembering both 
past and ongoing conflicts.  



page 4 

This year, the service will include a poignant song written by church 

members which reflects on the lives of the six men from our church who 
lost their lives in the First World War. 

At the end of November we begin the Advent season with our 
Christmas Fair. In addition to being a great community event, the 
Christmas Fair also raises funds to support our work and witness in the 

local area. We are looking forward to many tasty treats served up from 
our new kitchen, along with the fresh filter coffees! 

Our eco-friendly initiatives to install solar panels and biomass boilers 
continue to generate much interest, as well as making a significant 
reduction in our carbon emissions. In October we had a visit from the 
Directors of a manufacturing company based in a small village near 

Tiverton, they were very pleased to be able to see how our system 
worked.  

They have subsequently arranged for an array of solar panels to be 
installed on their premises and are continuing to explore the viability of 
a wood pellet boiler. In November we will host a group of final year 
Environmental Management students from the University of Reading, 

who will be looking at the impact of the environmental projects of our 
church. 

Climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our times, so may 
we be encouraged that more and more people are taking the 
challenge seriously. May our reading of our Holy Scriptures inform our 
choices so that the whole of creation might enjoy God’s blessing: 

‘Fields, don’t be afraid, but be joyful and glad because of what the 

Lord has done for you. Animals, don’t be afraid. The pastures are green; 

the trees bear their fruit, and there are plenty of figs and grapes...’(Joel 

2:21) 

May God bless you and all those whom you hold in prayer at this time, 

especially those experiencing great change or new challenges in their 
lives. 

Yours in Christ,  

Robert   
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Church Family News 

We send our love and very best wishes to Dorothy Johnson, who 
celebrates her 103rd birthday on November 13th. 

Congratulations and very best wishes to Cameron Stichbury, who 
celebrated his 18th birthday on October 15th. 

Congratulations to Emily and Amir 
Farahani, whose daughter Marielle 

Raana was born on October 2nd.  

We send good wishes to friends 
moving house: Charlotte and Tom 
Blackburn moved to a new home on 
October 16th, and Norman Jerrom 

has moved to a flat at Cedar Court, 
a new sheltered housing complex in 
Basingstoke Road.  

A warm welcome to Hollie Applegate, who will be with us while 
spending a year in Reading with her grandmother Hilary – and 
congratulations on your 18th birthday on October 9th. 

We give thanks that Pippa Lee-Johnson is now much better. She has 
returned to her flat in Thailand and hopes to begin her teaching job 
again soon.  

The Christian Aid Interns, including Andrew Weston, are on a three-week 
trip around the Christian Aid partnerships in Ethiopia; Andrew Jackson is 
also in the party. We pray that all will go well, and that they have a 

good experience. Julian and Yuan Pearson have now travelled back to 
Sierra Leone.  

Andrea Dewing has been in the Royal Berkshire Hospital, and 
subsequently in Wokingham Hospital, but has now returned home. We 
continue to remember her and Bob as they manage her increasing 
disability. Samantha Oguna has recovered and has been able to return 

to University.  

We pray for Bev Warden's father, who is in hospital following a stroke. 
Daniel Gillett was involved in an accident but is now almost back to 
normal. 
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We continue to remember Bob Butler, Eileen Day, Pauline Whistler and 

others who are receiving or awaiting treatment.  

Friends with long memories will be sorry to hear of the death of Barry 
Dixon, who grew up at Park in the 1940s and 50s. We send our deepest 
sympathy to his wife Alison, and his children Nick and Kate. 

Doreen Woods 

Letters  

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to all at Park fellowship for 
all your support and kindness to us when Pippa was seriously ill.  Our time 
as members of Park Church remains very special to us and your actions 
show that the bond of Christian love and friendship is still strong. 

Thank you for the financial contributions from Park members that were 

made into the fund set up to pay for Pippa’s stay in hospital and 
medical treatment.   We understand from our church treasurer that 
some of these were substantial.  We are so blessed by the financial 
support given to us and are very grateful that this particular burden has 
been eased. The response of several churches has been overwhelming 
and we feel so humbled by this gift of money and the love that has 

prompted it. 

Thank you also for your kind messages and most especially for your 
prayers.  Since the last operation on her liver, Pippa has made a 
remarkable recovery and has regained much of her strength and 
stamina.  She is out of hospital and looking forward to going back to 
school on 20 October.  We have witnessed answers to prayer for her 

healing and seen God demonstrate his faithfulness and move in a 
mighty way.    

Through all of this we have valued your love, care, support and prayer.   

Thank you and may you as a fellowship know God’s blessings more and 
more, 

With our love 

John & Rachel  
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How to Deliver Hope this Christmas:  

 

Each Christmas we celebrate the hope of humanity focused on a tiny 
baby born to a young mother with only a stable to welcome him into 
the world. It is a joyful night indeed when the child was born who would 

change the course of history. 

But today in many parts of the world not every child born in a stable, or 
similarly impoverished conditions, survives. Together we can spare 
mothers the anguish of losing a child and make sure that babies do not 
lose their mothers.  

The good news is that the UK Government has promised to double 

every pound raised for this cause. Although this is a national appeal it 
has been decided to target the money raised on a project in a region 
of Kenya where thousands of babies die annually in their first day of life. 
This means that funding can be concentrated to provide effective 
change.  

As we remember Mary’s arduous and life-threatening journey to 
Bethlehem we reflect gratefully that it is different for us today. Sadly in 
this poorest part of Kenya the distances from reasonable medical care 
are often too great and childbirth takes place in unhygienic shelters 
where women are attended by local people with no formal training 
and there is ‘no crib for a bed’.  

The scheme will provide training for health workers, mobile clinics to 
give access to some of the remotest areas, build new maternity wards, 
equip local health centres with delivery beds, incubators and other 
essential items so that skilled deliveries can be carried out.  

The scheme will also help to set up mother-to-mother and, importantly, 
father-to-father support groups within communities. In this way by 

addressing whole communities the lives of mothers and their babies 



page 8 

can be saved because it takes a whole community to bring about real 

change. For us, as part of an even bigger international community we 
are given the opportunity to share the responsibility. 

The time to contribute will extend from 7th November 2014 to 6th 
February 2015. This year at Park Church we have decided to make this 
a focus for our Candlelit Service and some other services over 

Christmas, where there will be special envelopes for donations. 

If you wish to find out more please talk to me, Chris Gayford, at Church 
or email me on candy411@btinternet.com  

Chris Gayford 

Poverty and Inequality 

An advance notice for your diaries (and please do share): 

Thursday 4th December, 1-2pm, Whiteknights Campus, Palmer Building, 
Room 102. 

Chaplaincy lunchtime lecture - Richard Wilkinson, "The Spirit Level: Why 
Equality is Better for Everyone" 

Richard is Professor Emeritus at the University of Nottingham Medical 
School and Honorary Professor at University College London. His work 

(and his similarly title book) explore how almost everything - from life 
expectancy to mental illness, violence to illiteracy - is affected not by 
how wealthy a society is, but how equal it is. 

'A big idea, big enough to change political thinking' - Guardian 

'The evidence is hard to dispute' - Economist 

Location and maps here: 

 http://www.reading.ac.uk/about/find/about-findmap.aspx 
For further information, please contact Mark Laynesmith / 
m.d.laynesmith@reading.ac.uk / 0118 378 8797 
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Church Constitution Changes 

We are preparing to be registered with the Charity Commission as a 
charitable organization, this is in line with changes in the system. As part 
of our preparation, the elders have reviewed the Church constitution 
and will be bringing a recommendation to the Annual Church Meeting 
in November.  

For a full copy of the revised constitution please contact the Minister or 

any of the elders. Copies will also be available at the Church Meeting. 

Kitchen and Halls Redevelopment 

Thank you to all who helped at our special open day to celebrate the 
opening of the new facilities – on 1st November 2014. The Mayor of 
Reading, our local MP and the Wessex Synod Moderator enjoyed the 
afternoon, sampling refreshments served from our new kitchen!  

We record our thanks to Charlotte Blackburn for co-ordinating the 
refreshments and to all the elders and members who helped during the 
afternoon.  

All of our fundraising activities this year have been very well supported 
and enjoyable events, thank you to all who have helped run our 
activities and to all who have supported them!  

Our thanks go to Simon and Jenny King who (with additional musicians) 
entertained us with a great variety of musical pieces and instruments in 
October. Our final fund-raising event is on Saturday 29th November and 
is our annual Christmas Fair, look forward to seeing you on the day! 

Gardening News 

After several years of tending the gardens, Charlotte Blackburn will be 

stepping down from this role. This means we urgently need someone to 
take on the care of the triangular beds and the rose garden, if this is 
something you feel able to help with, please do speak to me or 
Charlotte.  

Robert Weston 
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Celebrating 80 Years of Guiding at Park - in pictures 

photos Jo Smith 
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The New Kitchen - in pictures 

photos Les Dray 
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Songs of Praise Services 

Many of you will recall that we ran monthly Sunday afternoon services 
at Sutton Court sheltered accommodation until it closed down.  

We have been warmly welcomed by Lakeside Residential Care Home 
and we are looking for a suitable day and time for this new service to 
be offered. Lakeside Home have suggested that a service during the 
week rather than a weekend would be preferable – we’ll let you know 

when a day and time has been confirmed. We anticipate one service 
a month at Lakeside. 

Prayer time with Christian Community Action 

The staff and volunteers of CCA meet each month for a time of prayer 
and in November we will be hosting their prayer time. You are welcome 
to join us at Park United Reformed Church, on Tuesday 25th November 

from 9.30 – 10.30am when we’ll have some worship, a short reflection 
and time of prayer.  

Befriending Scheme 

Engage Befriending requires volunteers to visit older people living in the 
Reading Borough who are lonely or isolated.  These visits are weekly or 
fortnightly and we can take our Engage Friends out as part of this visit if 

appropriate.   

We are currently looking for more befrienders and also someone who 
could design some new leaflets for us.  If you can help or would like to 
find out more, please get in touch with Katherine Shepherd at 
engage@themustardtree.org or telephone 0118 956 7000 

Robert Weston 
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Children’s & Youth Workers’ Forum 

Wessex Synod Children’s & Youth Forum - Saturday 22nd November 
2014 - 10am-4pm This event is for Children’s & Youth Workers.   

A chance to explore how we as a Synod and the local church 
encourage and enable young people to explore what God is calling 
them to do. An opportunity for all churches to influence the strategic 
development and direction of our children’s and youth work.   

Closing date for bookings: Friday 14th November 

Contact: Ruth Heine, email: development@urcwessex.org.uk   tel: 023 
8067 4513 

Church Action on Poverty  

Our newly formed Church Action on Poverty group featured in their 
recent newsletter because it is the only one in the south of England! 

Poverty affects people right across the UK including children and adults 
in Reading.  

Our local group is keen to highlight the damage done by loan sharks 
who charge extortionate rates, creating misery for people already in 
difficulty.  

More details of local campaigns will be published after their November 

meeting at Park URC on 25th November in the Lounge from 7.30pm 

Rob Weston 
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November Calendar  

Sat 1st 2 – 5 pm Open Afternoon to celebrate the opening of 

the new kitchen 

Sun  2nd 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 

  7.00 pm Ignite evening worship 

Wed 5th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Finance and Strategy Group 

Fri 7th 8.00 pm Messy Church Planning Meeting 

Sat 8th Wessex Synod Meeting, Camberley United Church 

Sun 9th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Remembrance Sunday Parade 

  7.00 pm Ignite Evening Worship 

Tues 11th Rend Collective and Phil Wickham at the Globe Church 

Wed 12th` 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Elders Meeting 

Sun  16th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship 

  7.00 pm Ignite Evening Worship 

Wed 19th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

Sun 23rd 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Prayers with the Praise Band 

  12 noon CHURCH MEETING 

  7.00 pm Ignite Evening Worship 

Wed 26th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  Last day for material for the Dec-Jan Park Magazine 

To be published December 7th 

Sat 29th 10.30 am – 3.30 pm Christmas Fair 

Sun  30th 9.30 am     Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am    Morning Worship (1st Sunday in Advent) 

  7.00 pm     Ignite Evening Worship 
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Orders for 2015 

It is time to place orders for next year’s publications. 

URC Prayer handbook for 2015, “Listening for the Whisper” (£6). 

I have ordered 12 copies of this and hope to have them for sale soon.  

Please contact Doreen Woods if you would like one. 

Reform (magazine of the United Reformed Church) 

Please contact Gaye Rees (tel. 934 0907) by November 10th at the 

latest if you wish to order or re-order Reform, with a cheque for £25, 
made out to Park United Reformed Church.  

IBRA Bible Reading Notes: “Fresh from the Word”: annual volume at £9 
per copy 

“Daily Bread” (Scripture Union): four quarterly booklets at £3.99 per 

quarter. 

There will be a list to sign for both these publications on the Halls notice 
board.  

Please sign up, or contact Doreen Woods or Jenny Jones by November 
30th. to place an order. 
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Next Summer in Düsseldorf ? 

Would you like to join a group of Christians from Reading who will be 
visiting our twin city in Germany from 1st – 8th August 2015 ?   

We will be staying in the homes of church members there, and getting 
to know the people and the area, via an organised programme and 
free time activities.  

To find out more, come to our service, buffet and Information meeting 

at St Peter’s Church, Earley  on Friday 14th November 2014 (service at 7 
pm, meeting at 8 pm) or contact Doreen Woods  

Laurie Haseler,   

Chairman, Reading Düsseldorf Churches Interchange 

REinspired News 

We have had a brilliant start to the new school year.  With some 

tweaking of the programme we ended up with 17 sessions being 
delivered in the first 6 weeks of term,  to 978 children in our local schools 
plus seasonal assembly’s.   

Wait until you see what we are up to next term with the run up to 
Christmas!   

Oh my goodness, so much going on & such a blessing. 

The team supporting Alfred Sutton Primary & led by Alison Chevassut 
has opportunities right now for volunteers if you would like to get 
involved more directly. Simply give us a call or drop us an email. 

Thank you for allowing us into your newsletter. We cant do anything 
unless our foundations are rooted in prayer.  Please find below our next 

50 word snippet.  

Many thanks.  

Julia 
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Park Hymn of Remembrance - part 1 

here they lived and laughed and loved, 

and prayed and praised as well. 

they learned of heaven in this church, 

but there they learned of hell. 

the hands that held the hymn books here, 

held rifles over there. 

the voices that sang praises here, 

there cried in desperate prayer.  

Wilfred, Victor ,Harry, Les, 

Charles and John as well. 

did You lift them up to heavenly peace, 

away from earthly hell? 

the crowds had cheered, the bands had played. 

the families waved farewell. 

then sixty eight Park men marched off, 

and marched right off to hell. 

a hell of mud, a hell of blood, 

a hell of gas attack. 

though sixty eight men marched away, 

just sixty two marched back. 

Wilfred, Victor ,Harry, Les, 

Charles and John as well. 

did You lift them up to heavenly peace, 

away from earthly hell? 

Two Crochets & a Quaver 
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 

Rev Robert Weston office: 0118 926 5003 
   e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark    
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King    phone:  
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many 
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we 

support, with links to even more helpful websites. 
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 

  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 

 1.00 pm Church of Zimbabwe International 
 3.00 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 

  4.00 pm Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month) 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 

 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 

Monday 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 10.00 am Monkey Music 

 1.45 pm Mayfield Singers 
 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 

 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 

 8.00 pm Bujinkan Martial Arts 

Tuesday 10:00 am  Park 60+ Exercise  
 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 

 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 

 4.30 pm Indian Dance Classes 
 5:00 pm  Street Feet Dance 

 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Shaolin Fists Martial Arts 

 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 

 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 

Wednesday 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 

 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 

 5.30 pm Beavers 
 5.30 pm First Class Learning 

 7.00 pm Scouts 

 7.30 pm Mostly G&S Singers 

Thursday 11.00 am Zumba Gold (Age UK) 

 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 

 2.00 pm Active Ageing 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 

 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 

  7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.15 pm Senior Guides 

 7.30 pm Housegroup 

Friday 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 9.00 am 
9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group 

 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 7:00 pm Footloose Line Dancing Group  

 7.30 pm FIZZANG(Youth Club) 
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